
March for Life Edition   Spring Newsletter 2015 

	
  

	
   	
   Page	
  	
   1	
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Event Date Location 
Amanda Achtman - ‘Use it or 
Lose it: Make Your Voice 
Heard’  

April 21st St. Francis Xavier 
(Sponsored by Right to Life 
Association of Mississauga 

and Area) 
March for Life May 14th Parliament Hill, Ottawa 

March for Life Candlelight 
Vigil 

May 14th Parliament Hill, Ottawa 

Alliance for Life Conference - 
Men & Abortion 

June 11th -13th Crowne Plaza 
Niagara Falls 

 

Dear Pro-life friends: 
 
It was more than the winter's deep freeze temperatures, which left us chilled to the bone.  The premier's relaunching 
of an explicit and age-inappropriate Sex-Ed curriculum AND the Supreme Court's decision in early February to strike 
down Canada's law prohibiting Euthanasia leave us cold and shocked. 
 
However, we cannot despair. Rather we must step up our efforts. Let springtime thaw the hearts of those who seem 
hopelessly hardened. We need to arm ourselves with information so that we can enlighten others with the Truth.  
Organizations such as PAFE  (Parents are First Educators) offer very specific reasons why the proposed curriculum 
changes are just plain wrong. 
 
We must educate ourselves about Euthanasia as well.  Then we need to call and write our MPs and tell them why we 
must never go down the road of physician-assisted suicide.  It’s time to make your voice heard. 
 
We need to write our newspapers on these issues as well. People do read The Letters to the Editor and we must make 
readers realize that Canadians are NOT okay with these dangerous trends. 
 
Finally, our preborn brothers and sisters must remain a priority. Please seriously consider joining us on Parliament 
Hill as thousands of Canadians join on May 14th to let our representatives know:  we want to "Let Life Win".  If your 

church is not sending a busload of people to Ottawa, why not arrange 
one?  Call us and we'd be happy to walk you through it.  It's such an 
uplifting day and we NEED to be inspired to carry out our life-promoting 
mission.  Make your voice heard! 

For Life,  
Genevieve Carson 

Right	
  to	
  Life	
  Association	
  of	
  Mississauga	
  and	
  Area	
  
(Mississauga-­‐Brampton)	
  

All	
  human	
  beings,	
  from	
  the	
  moment	
  of	
  conception,	
  have	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  life,	
  the	
  basic	
  right	
  on	
  which	
  all	
  others	
  depend	
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Looking	
  for	
  Volunteers	
  for	
  
open	
  positions!	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

PRESIDENT	
  
Genevieve	
  Carson	
  

	
  
VICE-­‐PRESIDENT	
  
Rhonda	
  Wood	
  

	
  
SECRETARY	
  
Ann	
  Cavallin	
  

	
  
TREASURER	
  
Barry	
  Braun	
  

	
  
NEWSLETTER	
  

Anne	
  Braun/Clare	
  Hansford	
  
	
  

PROGRAM	
  DIRECTOR	
  
Genevieve	
  Carson	
  (Acting)	
  

	
  
COMMUNICATIONS	
  DIRECTOR	
  

Ria	
  Manansala	
  
	
  

MEMBERSHIP	
  DIRECTOR	
  
Marlene	
  Lobo	
  

	
  
YOUTH	
  ADVOCATE	
  &	
  LIAISON	
  

(Open)	
  
	
  

KNIGHTS	
  OF	
  COLUMBUS	
  LIAISON	
  
Mike	
  Hessing	
  

	
  
CWL	
  LIAISON	
  

(Open)	
  
	
  

ADVISOR	
  
Clare	
  Hansford	
  

	
  
BRAMPTON	
  LIAISON	
  

Liz	
  Rybka	
  
	
  
	
  

Your	
  RTL	
  Leadership	
  Team	
  

Mississauga	
  and	
  Area	
  Right	
  to	
  Life	
  seeks	
  to	
  re-­‐invigorate	
  and	
  grow	
  its	
  membership	
  across	
  a	
  broad	
  body	
  of	
  
age	
  groups	
  and	
  backgrounds	
  and	
  in	
  doing	
  so	
  seek	
  to	
  educate	
  members	
  and	
  the	
  public	
  at	
  large,	
  expose	
  

injustices	
  and	
  reveal	
  the	
  truth	
  surrounding	
  the	
  victims	
  of	
  abortion	
  

Right to Life Mississauga and Area recently conducted a 
membership drive at St. Francis Xavier parish in 
Mississauga, which resulted in the addition of 50 members. 
This is the first leg of the 2015 campaign to add members 
from five local parishes. The response to our first 
membership drive has been both inspirational and 
invigorating for both our executive and existing members.  For existing and new 
members, we promise to share educational articles through our Newsletter and 
Website, provide updates via Twitter, invite members to interesting seminars and to 
call upon them to become engaged in key events including March for Life, Life 
Chain and 40 Days for Life.  
 
For those existing members who have received their 2015 membership renewal 
packages, we would like everyone to renew their memberships for 2015 as soon as 
possible so that we can continue to do the work of educating the public on pro-life 
issues as well as sponsoring key initiatives and events.  Membership is $25 per 
family, $15 per individual and free for high school and university students whom 
we ask simply to follow us on the Website (RighttoLifeMB.com) and on Twitter 
(@RighttoLifeMB).  For any questions, please feel free to contact Right to Life 
Mississauga and Area at 416-888-0251. 

Membership	
  Update	
  

From	
  Our	
  Youth	
  Ministry	
  

	
  

UTM	
  Students	
  for	
  Life	
  

UTM (University of Toronto Mississauga) Students for Life is a brand new club on 
the University of Toronto Mississauga campus.  Realizing that there was little to no 
pro-life presence on campus, we created a group of students who are interested in 
promoting a culture of life.  We believe that university is a crucial stage in a young 
person's life to engage in conversations about abortion.  
 
We are interested in educating members of the UTM 
community about pro-life issues through a non-
judgmental way.  It is our aim to support students with 
pro-life values and empower them in order to share the 
pro-life message throughout our community.  We also 
want to support members of our community who are in 
crisis pregnancies or who have suffered from abortion, as best as we can.  We are 
excited to bring the pro-life message to our UTM campus and hope to have a 
successful year! 
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“Section 7 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms states that: "Everyone has the right to life..." Sadly, due 
to the non-recognition of an unborn baby as a human person until it has been born, over one hundred thousand 
babies are aborted in Canada every year. 
 
Saint John Paul II referred to the "culture of death" when speaking about our times. Many of the behaviours that 
our culture has embraced have resulted in the devaluing of the inherent dignity of the human person.  The callous 
and cavalier attitude towards life was once again demonstrated by the Supreme Court of Canada in its recent 
decision regarding assisted suicide.  Pope Francis has spoken about this "throwaway culture" in a recent speech to 
Catholic gynecologists:  "Every unborn child, though unjustly condemned to be aborted, has the face of the Lord, 
who even before his birth, and then as soon as he was born, experienced the rejection of the world.  And every old 
person, even if infirm and at the end of his days, carries with him the face of Christ. They must not be thrown 
away!" 
 
In the face of the onslaught on the dignity of human life, from conception until natural death, every person of good 
will has a responsibility to do something. First, we must take the time to educate ourselves on the facts. We cannot 
intelligently respond to this "culture of death" if we are not well-informed about the behemoth that we are dealing 
with. Secondly, we must fast and pray that the Lord may empower us by His Spirit to work to build a culture of 
life. We cannot merely fight against something; we must also provide a better alternative. Finally (and I say this as 
a priest), we must support and encourage our clergy who have the courage to speak about pro-life issues in the 
midst of a very hostile society.  I am convinced that if everyone who reads this reflection were to get more 
involved, we could, with God's grace, make a difference in speaking up for the dignity of every human person.” 

Pastor’s	
  Corner	
  

From	
  the	
  Desk	
  of	
  Father	
  Bernard	
  Vellozo	
  
	
  	
  

In each Newsletter, our Parish Priests are invited to share their thoughts on Right to Life 
issues.  In this March for Life Edition, Father Bernard Vellozo (St. Francis of Assisi Parish) 
offers his insights. 

“Before	
  I	
  formed	
  you	
  in	
  the	
  womb,	
  I	
  knew	
  you.	
  	
  And	
  before	
  you	
  went	
  forth	
  from	
  the	
  womb,	
  I	
  sanctified	
  you.	
  	
  And	
  I	
  made	
  you	
  a	
  
prophet	
  to	
  the	
  nations.”	
  	
  Jeremiah	
  1:5	
  

Protect	
  Our	
  Children	
  Now!	
  
	
  

Type	
  in	
  this	
  link	
  in	
  your	
  browser	
  to	
  sign	
  the	
  petition:	
  	
  http://canadianvalues.ca/ICV/protectourchildren/	
  
	
  

“The new Premier of Ontario, Kathleen Wynne, was responsible for 
creating the radical sexual education curriculum that was cancelled in 
2010.  Premier Wynne now wants to re-introduce this curriculum to teach 
Ontario’s children her 6 gender education program.  We believe parents 
have the right to choose what values their children should learn.  We 
strongly request that Premier Wynne stop trying to teach our children 
radical 6 gender education.” 
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Church Date Time 

St. Christopher Parish Wednesday, April 29th  9:00am 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Sunday, May 10th  12:30pm 

St. Joseph Parish Saturday, June 20th  5:30pm 

St. Joseph Parish Sunday, June 21st 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm, 6:00pm 

St. Ignatius Loyala Parish Wednesday, July 22nd 9:00am 

Sts Peter and Paul Parish Sunday, August 2nd 7:45am 

St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish Saturday, September 26th 10:00am 

St. Catherine of Siena Parish Friday, October 2nd 7:00pm 

Sts Martha and Mary Parish Saturday, November 14th 

Sunday, November 15th 
4:30pm 

9:00am, 11:00am 
Merciful Redeemer Parish Tuesday, December 15th 7:00pm 

 

Each year at the National March For Life, tens of thousands gather to demand protection for children before and after birth. 
Last year, an estimated 25,000 pro-lifers assembled on Parliament Hill and marched through downtown Ottawa to inform 
Canadians that we are the only western nation with no protection for the unborn. Provincial Marches For Life also take 
place simultaneously across Canada, drawing thousands more. 
 
Since 1969, over 4 million children have been killed by abortion in Canada. In 2015, 
another 100,000 babies will be put to death, at taxpayer expense, while society turns a blind 
eye. This event is a great opportunity for people of all ages to join in the civil rights 
movement of our day.  By your presence, you can show lawmakers that the abortion issue 
is not settled. 
 
Right to Life Mississauga and Area supports area Catholic Secondary Schools by providing funding to subsidize the cost of 
buses for students to attend the March for Life in Ottawa.  Members, Catholic Women’s Leagues, and various Knights of 
Columbus councils make this funding possible through the annual memberships and donations.  We are grateful for the 
support, which enables the participation and engagement of our youth. 

Pro-­‐Life	
  Events	
  for	
  2015	
  

	
  
March	
  for	
  Life	
  

	
  
May	
  14th,,	
  2015	
  

Parliament	
  Hill,	
  Ottawa	
  

Schedule	
  of	
  Pro-­‐Life	
  Masses	
  for	
  2015	
  

On	
  May	
  14th,	
  2015	
  (Ottawa),	
  march	
  like	
  someone's	
  life	
  depends	
  on	
  it!	
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Additional	
  Educational	
  Web-­‐Sites	
  To	
  Keep	
  You	
  Informed	
  
 

Life Site News 
www.lifesitenews.com 

The Interim 
www.theinterim.com RighttoLifeMB 

www.righttolifemb.com 

Stories	
  That	
  Inspire	
  Us	
  

	
  

“Sometimes when one reads LifeNews, for example, the really disturbing things that are going on nationally and globally can be 
very disheartening. There are many victories reported too, so by all means keep following such sites.  We'd like to share with 
you just a few of the encouraging developments in our pro-life community, which demonstrates that we are winning this battle.... 
 
On March 25th, St. Anne's Church in Brampton will have celebrated its 12th annual Mass for the Unborn. This tradition began 
back when Father Damien Ali was the spiritual advisor for the KoC Council for St. Leonard's Church in Heartlake. When Father 
Damien became pastor at St. Anne's Church, the Mass for the Unborn started being celebrated there. The Knights of Columbus 
Council 9235 continue to provide an Honour Guard at the Mass. In addition, parishioner Marilyn Brown has worked hard to 
make the evening special. She began by organizing a Baby Shower, whereby Mass participants were asked to bring diapers, 
baby food, clothes etc., that were donated to Brampton Birthright. This is still the case. Then Marilyn started to invite guest 
speakers who would give a talk after the Mass. These included:  Father Tom Lynch of Priests For Life, Angelina Steenstra from 
Silent No More, former prochoice news reporter, and subsequent convert Nancy Kelly, Sisters for Life, Alex Schadenberg from 
the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, Pauline Murphy, Director of Brampton Birthright and Jim Hughes from Campaign Life 
Coalition. 
 
This year Bishop John Boisseneau is the Main Celebrant, and Mass will be followed by the viewing of the movie 
Crescendo.  Once again pro-life organizations will display their information as participants gather for fellowship.  Many thanks 
to the Knights of Columbus council and to Marilyn Brown for working hard to continue this beautiful tradition honouring life at 
all stages.  Also in Brampton, the Birthright office just celebrated its 18th year of operation by hosting an Open House at its new 
location:  the Honourable William G. Davis for Families, 60 West Drive, suite LL1.  Every year, Birthright Brampton helps over 
100 women and their babies. Dedicated volunteers provide help, love and support to women facing unplanned pregnancies.  One 
woman shares her testimony:   
 
"The doctor told me I couldn't get pregnant because of my kidney problems and so when I did become pregnant, I was shocked and 
totally unprepared. Having children wasn't in my life plan due to what I had been told. I was having an extremely difficult time in 
my life... my circumstances were not very good and I was about to be homeless and alone. The doctor and the specialist 
recommended abortion since I needed dialysis and the pregnancy could have been life threatening. The babies (by this time I knew 
I was pregnant with twins!) most likely wouldn't make it anyway. I was emotionally shutdown and didn't know what to do until a 
Credit Valley Hospital counselor told me about Birthright. I can't tell you enough about what Birthright did for me. They really 
helped me not just materially but emotionally as well. I am so thankful to have had the support that Birthright gave me; they helped 
me to find my inner strength. Today I am filled with the wonder and the joy of my miracle babies! They are here today thanks to 
Birthright and I will forever be grateful." – T. A.  (The Brampton Guardian, February 23, 2015) 
 
Congratulations to all the brave moms and the Birthright volunteers who generously share their time and talents to be there for 
them!  Finally, we want to tell you about another exciting milestone. In the New Year, after much prayer, several individuals 
from Maximillian Kolbe Church began a brand new Ministry there. With the encouragement of their Pastor, Rev. Janusz 
Blazejak, a pro-life group now meets monthly. They hear guest speakers on the life issues, plan pro-life events such as the bus 
trip to Ottawa for The March for Life and PRAY.  In fact, at the time of writing, they are hosting a 40 Days For Life. What's 
unique is that this campaign is not outside a Mississauga abortion clinic; rather this time the prayer vigil is held in the 
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel at Maximilian Kobe Church. Up until Easter, from 8 in the morning til 8 at night, someone is 
praying for moms in crisis and their unborn babies. Alleluia!   While there is much to be done, much is being done and for this 
we take heart.” 

A	
  Birthright	
  Story	
  

40 Days for Life 
www.40daysforlife.com 
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Stories	
  That	
  Inspire	
  Us	
  

	
  
“South	
  Korea	
  Pastor’s	
  “Drop	
  Box”	
  Saves	
  Abandoned	
  Babies	
  From	
  Infanticide”	
  
Natalie	
  Brumfield,	
  LifeNews.com	
  

“Lee Jong-rak is a Korean pastor in South Korea. A simple man with a huge purpose, 
Pastor Jong-rak saw a devastating problem. He thought of a way he could change it, and 
he became a prophetic voice to his society. His story is a story of faith.  A story of hope.  
A story of love. And when you hear this heroic tale, you just may never be the same. 
 
Lee Jong-rak is the creator of the Baby Box. His Baby Box is the first and only box in 
Korea that is for collecting abandoned babies who are physically or mentally 
handicapped or are just unwanted by their mothers.  Hundreds of unwanted babies are 
abandoned on the side of the street in South Korea every year. Jong-rak knew he needed 
to set up a way to save the lives of these precious babies. He built a drop box on the side 
of his home with a humble sign reading, “Place to leave babies.” 

 
The inside of the box contains a thick towel covering the bottom, and lights and heating 
to keep the baby comfortable. A bell rings when someone puts a baby in the box, then 
Jong-rak, his wife, or staff associates come to immediately move the baby inside. His aim 
was to provide a life-giving alternative for desperate mothers in his city of Seoul. He even 
admits that he didn’t really expect that babies would come in – He was mistaken. The 
babies came. In the middle of the night, in the middle of the day, some with notes, some 
without a word, and only a very few mothers actually spoke to him face-to-face. Pastor 
Jong-rak stated that one of the mothers said, “she had poison to kill both herself and her 
baby.” He responded, “Don’t do that. Come here with your baby.” [….] Yes, this little 
box is a safer place than the plans that once haunted this single mother’s mind. Because 
this box was an alternative, she chose life. Thus, this box would be the beginning of an 
previously undreamed ministry in Korea, the ministry of the Baby Box.” 

“They’re	
  not	
  the	
  unnecessary	
  
ones	
  in	
  the	
  world.	
  	
  	
  God	
  sent	
  
them	
  here	
  for	
  a	
  purpose.”	
  

	
  
Pastor	
  Lee	
  Jong-­‐rak	
  

Every	
  Human	
  Life	
  Is	
  Sacred	
  And	
  Worthy	
  Of	
  Love	
  
“Hundreds of unwanted babies are abandoned on the streets of Seoul, South Korea, 
every year, forgotten by the surrounding culture.  The Drop Box is a documentary 
about the work of Pastor Lee Jong-rak and his heroic efforts to embrace and protect 
his community’s most vulnerable children. By installing a drop box outside his 
home, Pastor Jong-rak provides a safe haven to babies who would otherwise be 
abandoned on the streets to die.  It’s a heart-wrenching exploration of the physical 

and emotional toll associated with providing refuge to save those deemed unwanted by society.  But it’s also a story 
of hope. And a celebration of the reality that every human life is sacred, has a purpose and is worthy of love.”	
  

THE	
  MOVIE	
  

Additional	
  links	
  for	
  More	
  Information	
  on	
  the	
  Drop	
  Box	
  and	
  Pastor	
  Lee	
  Jong-­‐rak	
  
	
  

http://dropbox.focusonthefamily.ca	
  	
  
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/korean-­‐pastor	
  

http://www.lifenews.com/2013/05/28/south-­‐korea-­‐pastors-­‐drop-­‐box-­‐saves-­‐
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IN	
  THE	
  NEWS	
  	
  

A	
  Dangerous	
  Euthanasia	
  Ruling	
  
National Post (Content Only) 

	
  

“The Supreme Court of Canada has made an activist decision by giving physicians the right in law to cause the death of 
people by euthanasia and assisted suicide. The Court has made an irresponsible decision, what is more, by using imprecise 
and subjective language, leaving many issues to be determined by Parliament without objective criteria.  The decision sets 
a dangerous precedent that, if unchecked, will lead to the sort of abuses that are now common in the Netherlands, Belgium 
and Switzerland. 
 

The decision allows euthanasia and assisted suicide for not only physical but 
also psychological suffering, without limiting it to clear parameters. Because 
there is no clear definition for psychological suffering, the Court has opened a 
Pandora’s box. Psychological suffering was the reason for the following deaths 
in the Netherlands: a healthy woman, with tinnitus, died by euthanasia; a healthy 
man who was lonely, depressed and recently retired; a healthy woman who was 
deaf died by euthanasia; among many other cases. 
 
The decision legalizes euthanasia for “a competent adult person who (1) clearly 

consents to the termination of life and (2) has a grievous and irremediable medical condition (including an illness, disease 
or disability) that causes enduring suffering that is intolerable to the individual in the circumstances of his or her 
condition.” One would assume “competent adult person” is clear enough, but what if that person is depressed?  
 
In Oregon, where the assisted death law is limited to people with less than six months to live, Dr. Charles Bentz has 
written about his long term patient who was diagnosed with depression yet died by assisted suicide – under a law that 
claims to protect depressed people from assisted suicide. Competence is very difficult to determine.  Similarly, the Belgian 
law requires that the person be competent, and yet Dr. Tom Mortier’s mother died by euthanasia even though she was 
experiencing situational depression related to a relationship break-up.  The decision states that the person must clearly 
consent. But what if a person is unable to consent? Recent statistics from the Netherlands indicate that there are at least 
300 assisted deaths without consent each year. The statistics also indicate that these assisted deaths are rarely reported.  
 
Will abuse of the law occur? How could it not? The Supreme Court states that the person must have "a grievous and 
irremediable medical condition and irremediable condition (including an illness, disease or disability)”. But this is an 
incredibly subjective statement; many people have a grievous and irremediable medical condition. Indeed, under this 
definition, nearly every person with a significant disability may now feel pressured, by friends, or the medical system 
itself, to choose euthanasia regardless of their personal preferences. 
 
Further, the decision states that the person’s condition must “cause enduring suffering 
that is intolerable to the individual in the circumstances of his or her condition”. The 
statement conjures up thoughts of excruciating pain, but in fact this is also a very 
subjective statement, in as much as it is based on what is intolerable to the individual. 
There is no objective standard. The subjective language of the decision, if 
implemented in legislation, would lead to assisted death becoming the norm in all of 
the situations in Belgium and the Netherlands that have led to such international 
concern. 
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“In historic debate Commons votes for controversial change to genetics law to allow mitochondrial transfer. MPs have 
voted in favour of making Britain the first country in the world to permit IVF babies to be created using biological material 
from three different people to help prevent serious genetic diseases. 
 
In a historic debate, the House of Commons voted by 382 to 128 - a majority of 254 
- to allow mitochondrial donation through a controversial amendment to the 2008 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act. They approved the regulation in spite of 
some critics warning it was a step towards creating "three-parent" designer babies. 
The regulations will now have to be approved in the House of Lords, where they 
are likely to be passed. MPs were allowed a free vote on the issue of conscience but 
both the Conservative and Labour front benches made it clear they believed it was 
an important scientific step forwards that did not amount to genetic modification. 
 
Jane Ellison, the Conservative public health minister, told MPs the techniques provided in the regulations offered the only 
hope for some women who carried the disease to have "healthy, genetically-related children” who would not suffer from 
the "devastating and often fatal consequences” of mitochondrial disease. She said mitochondrial DNA made up 0.054% of 
a person's overall DNA and none of the nuclear DNA that determined personal characteristics and traits. 

Giving doctors the right, in law, to cause death to their patients will never be safe and no amount of so-called 
“safeguards” will protect us from depression or abuse. There will always be people who abuse the power to cause 
death and there will always be more reason to cause death. The fact that death for psychiatric conditions tripled in the 
Netherlands in 2013 should concern every Canadian after this decision. The fact that very few people ask for 
euthanasia based on physical suffering, and even in those cases the pain can be mitigated, should give us hope that no 
one actually needs to die this way. 
 
Assisted suicide creates a new path for the abuse of elders, for people with disabilities and for 
other socially devalued people. Depression, in particular is common for people with significant 
health conditions. Assisted suicide represents an abandonment of people who live with depression 
who require support and proper care, and undermines the important mental health and suicide 
prevention programs. 
 
Since an election will likely occur in October, the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition is asking the 
government to use the notwithstanding clause to gain the time necessary to craft a law that can 
still protect Canadians. We must not abandon Canadians to the false lure of assisted death, but 
must keep up the fight on behalf of the vulnerable and the disabled, until the day a future Supreme Court decision 
overturns this activist decision.” 

A	
  Dangerous	
  Euthanasia	
  Ruling	
  (cont’d)	
  	
  

(British)	
  MPs	
  Vote	
  in	
  Favour	
  of	
  'Three-­‐person'	
  Babies	
  	
  	
  	
  Source:  ITN	
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Critics of the motion had been given hope of defeating it after the Church of England and the Catholic Church in England 
and Wales said it was not yet clear that the technique was safe or ethical.  Opposition was led by Conservative MP Fiona 
Bruce, who said parliament needed more time to debate the issues. "I believe the regulations before us today fail on both 
counts, ethics and safety, and they are inextricably interlinked," she said. "One of these procedures we are asked to approve 
today, pronuclear transfer, involves the deliberate creation and destruction of at least two human embryos, and probably in 
practice many more, in order to create a third embryo which it is hoped will be free from human mitochondrial disease. 
"Are we happy to sacrifice two early human lives to make a third?"  Several other 
MPs objected to the shortness of the 90-minute period for debate, saying a subject 
of such ethical controversy should be given more time for consideration. However, 
the minister said mitochondrial donation had been subject to extensive scrutiny for 
years and it was now time for MPs to vote. 
 
Andrew Miller, the Labour chairman of the science and technology committee, 
urged his colleagues to back the "overwhelming interest" of those families who 
have suffered from mitochondrial disease. "I put it to this house that the benefits to those - about 2,500 families - affected 
by mitochondrial disease up and down this nation, they deserve the support of this house because of the potential benefits," 
he said. "Yes, of course, we've got to assess the risks as we do with all risks but they've got to be done in a rational and 
balanced way." 
 
Mitochondrial diseases are caused by genetic faults in the DNA of tiny structures that provide power for the body's cells. 
The DNA is held separately to the 20,000 genes that influence a person's identity, such as their looks and personality. 
Because mothers alone pass mitochondria on to children, the diseases are only passed down the maternal line. Around 40 
scientists from 14 countries have urged the British legislature to approve laws allowing mitochondrial DNA transfer. 
 
The "three parent" IVF therapy, which could help to eliminate certain incurable genetic diseases, involves swapping a 
fraction of a mother's DNA with that from an anonymous female donor.  Around 100 children each year are affected by 
genetic defects in the mitochondria and in around 10 cases the defects cause severe illnesses such as liver failure, muscle 
wasting, blindness and brain damage. The mitochondria sit outside the nucleus of cells and contain tiny quantities of DNA. 
Mitochondrial genes provide the cells' energy, rather than conferring inherited traits such as appearance, intelligence or 
personality, and are sometimes referred to as cellular "batteries".  
 

The mitochondria are passed down the maternal line, meaning that any mutations are 
guaranteed to be passed on to the next generation. However, scientists will now legally 
be able to prevent this happening by taking two eggs, one from the mother and another 
from a donor. The nucleus of the donor egg is removed, leaving the rest of the egg 
contents, including the mitochondria, and this is replaced with the nucleus from the 
mother's egg. This can be carried out either before or after the egg is fertilised with 
sperm. 

 
Technically the baby would have three biological parents, with 99.8% of genetic material coming from the mother and 
father and 0.2% coming from the mitochondrial donor. Dr Jeremy Farrar, director of the Wellcome Trust, said: "Families 
who know what it is like to care for a child with a devastating disease are best placed to decide whether mitochondrial 
donation is the right option for them. We welcome this vote to give them that choice, and we hope that the House of Lords 
reaches a similar conclusion so that this procedure can be licensed under the UK's internationally-admired regulatory 
system." Prof Alison Murdoch, head of Newcastle Fertility Centre at Life, which has pioneered the IVF technique, said: 
"This is good news for progressive medicine. In a challenging moral field, it has taken scientific advances into the clinic to 
meet a great clinical need and Britain has showed the world how it should be done." 

(British)	
  MPs	
  Vote	
  in	
  Favour	
  of	
  'Three-­‐person'	
  Babies	
  (cont’d)	
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After meeting with a member of parliament at age nine, 
Amanda’s interest in politics was sparked! Since then, 
Amanda has been passionate about advancing respect for 
life and liberty through the political process. While in 
high school, she organized an annual pro-life event called 
the Silent Day of Solidarity. Her student activism was the 
inspiration for two winning speeches presented in the 
Knights of Columbus Respect for Life Speech contest. 
She was awarded the Premier’s Citizenship Award and 
the Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Citizenship 
Medal. Amanda recently completed her degree in 
political science at the University of Calgary. She has 
travelled on the March of Remembrance and Hope to 
study the Holocaust and on the Reflections on Rwanda 
program to study the genocide. These experiences of 
listening to the stories of rescuers and survivors motivate 
her enthusiasm for responsible citizenship that affirms 
human dignity. 

Goals	
  
• Increase membership across all age groups and backgrounds 
• Educate public at large on the issues, injustices and truths 

regarding abortion 
• Build and strengthen advocates in area Parishes and schools 
• Build knowledge and awareness on key issues 
• Leverage technology to reach a larger and broader audience 

• Increase membership across all age groups by the end of 
fiscal year 2015 to 500 members 

• Double funding revenue by fiscal year 2015 
• Fill all key positions on the Executive 
• Establish contacts with all area youth groups 
• Implement web-site and social media sites 
• Establish relationships with all area KofC/CWL groups 
• Establish contacts with all Parishes 
• Establish pro-life groups within all Parishes 
• Establish contacts with National Campus Life Network in 

Universities 
• Participate in and sponsor key events and activities 

Objectives	
  
It is with a renewed sense of purpose that the Right 
To Life Association of Mississauga and Area sets 
out its goals and objectives for the coming year. 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
 
 
“On June 11-13 2015, Alliance for Life Ontario will host 
“Men & Abortion – Reclaiming Fatherhood & Finding 
Peace Conference” in Niagara Falls 
Ontario.  This conference specifically focusing on the 
effect of abortion on men will be the first of its kind in 
Canada.”  Type the link below into your browser for the 
Conference page.   

WANTED	
  
‘Culture	
  Changers	
  to	
  Build	
  a	
  Civilization	
  of	
  Life	
  

and	
  Love’	
  

Join	
  Amanda	
  Achtman	
  

Tuesday,	
  April	
  21st	
  	
  -­‐	
  7:00pm	
  

St.	
  Francis	
  Xavier	
  Parish	
  
5650	
  Mavis	
  Road,	
  Mississauga	
  

www.righttolifemb.com	
  @RightToLifeMB	
   righttolifemb@gmail.com	
  

CONTACT	
  US	
  

	
  	
  416-­‐888-­‐0251	
  

First	
  Ever	
  Conference	
  Focusing	
  On	
  

	
  

ALLIANCE	
  FOR	
  LIFE	
  

http://allianceforlife.org/men-­‐abortion-­‐conference-­‐2015/	
  

Men	
  &	
  Abortion	
  Conference	
  Page	
  Link	
  


